
The Second Sunday of Advent, December 4, 2016

The Collect: Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance 

and prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our 

sins, that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Old Testament: Isaiah 11: 1 – 10 read from the Holman Christian Standard Bible

Then a shoot will grow from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots will bear fruit. 

The Spirit of the Lord will rest on Him— a Spirit of wisdom and understanding, a Spirit of 

counsel and strength, a Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord. His delight will be in 

the fear of the Lord. He will not judge by what He sees with His eyes, He will not execute 

justice by what He hears with His ears, but He will judge the poor righteously and execute 

justice for the oppressed of the land. He will strike the land with discipline from His mouth, 

and He will kill the wicked with a command from His lips. Righteousness will be a belt around 

His loins; faithfulness will be a belt around His waist. The wolf will live with the lamb,

and the leopard will lie down with the goat. The calf, the young lion, and the fatling will be 

together, and a child will lead them. The cow and the bear will graze, their young ones will lie 

down together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox. An infant will play beside the cobra’s pit,

and a toddler will put his hand into a snake’s den. None will harm or destroy another on My 

entire holy mountain, for the land will be as full of the knowledge of the Lord as the sea is 

filled with water.

On that day the root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples. The nations will seek 

Him, and His resting place will be glorious.

The Word of the Lord

Psalm 72: 1 – 7, 18 – 19 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 Give the King your justice, O God, * and your righteousness to the King's Son;

2 That he may rule your people righteously * and the poor with justice;



3 That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, * and the little hills bring 

righteousness.

4 He shall defend the needy among the people; * he shall rescue the poor and crush the 

oppressor.

5 He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, * from one generation to another.

6 He shall come down like rain upon the mown field, * like showers that water the earth.

7 In his time shall the righteous flourish; * there shall be abundance of peace till the moon 

shall be no more.

18 Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel, * who alone does wondrous deeds!

19 And blessed be his glorious Name for ever! * and may all the earth be filled with his glory. 

Amen.

The Epistle Romans 15: 4 – 13 read from the International Children's Bible

Everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that we could have hope. 

That hope comes from the patience and encouragement that the Scriptures give us. Patience 

and encouragement come from God. And I pray that God will help you all agree with each 

other the way Christ Jesus wants. Then you will all be joined together, and you will give glory 

to God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Christ accepted you, so you should accept each 

other. This will bring glory to God. I tell you that Christ became a servant of the Jews. This 

was to show that God’s promises to the Jewish ancestors are true. And he also did this so 

that the non-Jews could give glory to God for the mercy he gives to them. It is written in the 

Scriptures: “So I will praise you among the non-Jewish people. I will sing praises to your 

name.” 

The Scripture also says, “Be happy, you non-Jews, together with God’s people.”

Again the Scripture says, “All you non-Jews, praise the Lord. All you people, sing praises to 

him.” 

And Isaiah says, “A new king will come from Jesse’s family. He will come to rule over the non-

Jews; and the non-Jews will have hope because of him.” 

I pray that the God who gives hope will fill you with much joy and peace while you trust in him.



Then your hope will overflow by the power of the Holy Spirit.

The Word of the Lord

The Gospel Matthew 3: 1 – 12 read from the King James Bible

In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of Judaea, And saying, 

Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. For this is he that was spoken of by the 

prophet Esaias, saying, The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the 

Lord, make his paths straight.

And the same John had his raiment of camel's hair, and a leathern girdle about his loins; and 

his meat was locusts and wild honey. Then went out to him Jerusalem, and all Judaea, and all

the region round about Jordan, And were baptized of him in Jordan, confessing their sins.

But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his baptism, he said unto 

them, O generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bring 

forth therefore fruits meet for repentance: And think not to say within yourselves, We have 

Abraham to our father: for I say unto you, that God is able of these stones to raise up children

unto Abraham.

And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees: therefore every tree which bringeth not 

forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. I indeed baptize you with water unto 

repentance. but he that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to 

bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire: Whose fan is in his hand, and he

will throughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat into the garner; but he will burn up the 

chaff with unquenchable fire.

The Gospel of the Lord

The Closing Prayer: On December 10th we remember Thomas Merton, monk, poet and 

spiritual writer.

Thomas Merton was born in 1915 in France, of American parents. His early education was in 



France and England. He came to America and attended Columbia University, graduating with 

a degree in English in 1938. He worked there one year as a teaching assistant, and got his 

M.A. in 1939. In 1939 he joined the Roman Catholic Church, and taught at St Bonaventure for

the next two years. In 1941 he entered the Trappist monastery of Gethsemani near Louisville, 

Kentucky. The Trappists, called more formally Cistercians of the Strict Observance, were 

before Vatican II an extremely strict Roman Catholic monastic order, devoted to communal 

prayer (spending at least four hours a day in chapel, chanting the praises of God), to private 

prayer and contemplation, to study, and to manual labor. Except for those whose special 

duties require otherwise, they are vowed not to speak except in praise of God. Thus, when 

not singing in chapel, they are silent. In 1949, he was ordained to the priesthood and given 

the name Father Louis. 

Merton wrote more than 70 books, mostly on spirituality, social justice and pacifism, as well as

scores of essays and reviews. Among Merton's most enduring works is his bestselling 

autobiography The Seven Storey Mountain published in 1948, which sent scores of World 

War II veterans, students, and even teenagers flocking to monasteries across the US, and 

was also featured in National Review's list of the 100 best non-fiction books of the century.

Toward the end of his life, Merton developed an interest in Buddhist and other Far Eastern 

approaches to mysticism and contemplation, and their relation to Christian approaches. He 

was attending an international conference on Christian and Buddhist monasticism in 

Bangkok, Thailand, when he was accidentally electrocuted on December 10th, 1968.

Let us pray: Gracious God, you called your monk Thomas Merton to proclaim your justice 

out of silence, and moved him in his contemplative writings to perceive and value Christ at 

work in the faiths of others: Keep us, like him, steadfast in the knowledge and love of Jesus 

Christ; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 


