
Christmas Day, December 25, 2016

The Collect: O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true 

Light: Grant that we, who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him 

perfectly in heaven; where with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in glory 

everlasting. Amen. 

The Old Testament: Isaiah 62:6-12 read from the New Living Translation Bible

O Jerusalem, I have posted watchmen on your walls; they will pray day and night, continually.

Take no rest, all you who pray to the Lord. Give the Lord no rest until he completes his work, 

until he makes Jerusalem the pride of the earth. The Lord has sworn to Jerusalem by his own 

strength: “I will never again hand you over to your enemies. Never again will foreign warriors 

come and take away your grain and new wine. You raised the grain, and you will eat it, 

praising the Lord. Within the courtyards of the Temple, you yourselves will drink the wine you 

have pressed.” Go out through the gates! Prepare the highway for my people to return! 

Smooth out the road; pull out the boulders; raise a flag for all the nations to see. The Lord has

sent this message to every land: “Tell the people of Israel, ‘Look, your Savior is coming. See, 

he brings his reward with him as he comes.’” They will be called “The Holy People” and “The 

People Redeemed by the Lord.” And Jerusalem will be known as “The Desirable Place” and 

“The City No Longer Forsaken.”

The Word of the Lord

Psalm 97 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 The Lord is King; let the earth rejoice; *  let the multitude of the isles be glad.

2 Clouds and darkness are round about him, * righteousness and justice are the foundations 

of his throne.

3 A fire goes before him * and burns up his enemies on every side.

4 His lightnings light up the world; *  the earth sees it and is afraid.

5 The mountains melt like wax at the presence of the Lord, * at the presence of the Lord of 

the whole earth. 

6 The heavens declare his righteousness, * and all the peoples see his glory.



7 Confounded be all who worship carved images and delight in false gods! * Bow down 

before him, all you gods.

8 Zion hears and is glad, and the cities of Judah rejoice, * because of your judgments, O 

Lord.

9 For you are the Lord, most high over all the earth; * you are exalted far above all gods.

10 The Lord loves those who hate evil; * he preserves the lives of his saints and delivers them

from the hand of the wicked.

11 Light has sprung up for the righteous, * and joyful gladness for those who are truehearted.

12 Rejoice in the Lord, you righteous, * and give thanks to his holy Name.

The Epistle: Titus 3:4-7 read from the New Revised Standard Version Bible

But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not 

because of any works of righteousness that we had done, but according to his mercy, through

the water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit. This Spirit he poured out on us richly 

through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become 

heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

The Word of the Lord

The Gospel: Luke 2:1-20 read from the New Revised Standard Version Bible Anglicised

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria.

All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in 

Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the 

house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and

who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 

And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 

manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night.

Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 



and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing 

you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a 

Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped

in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of 

the heavenly host, praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven,and on earth

peace among those whom he favours!’

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let

us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made 

known to us.’ So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 

manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and

all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these 

words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God 

for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

The Gospel of the Lord

The Closing Prayer: On December 31st we celebrate the life of Samuel Ajayi Crowther, 

Bishop in the Niger Territories

Bishop Samuel Ajayi (aa-jaa-EE) Crowther  was a linguist and the first African Anglican 

bishop in Nigeria. He was born in Osogun, Yorubaland in what is today the Oyo State of 

Nigeria.

Ajayi was twelve years old when he was captured, along with his entire village, by Muslim 

Fulani slave raiders in 1821 and sold to Portuguese slave traders. Before leaving port, his 

ship was boarded by a Royal Navy ship under the command of Captain Henry Leeke, and 

Crowther was taken to Freetown, Sierra Leone and released. While there, Crowther was 

cared for by the Anglican Church Missionary Society, who taught him English. He converted 

to Christianity, was baptized by Rev. John Raban, and took the name Samuel Crowther in 

1825.

While in Freetown, Crowther became interested in languages. In 1826 he was taken to 



England to attend St. Mary's Church in Islington and the church's school. He returned to 

Freetown in 1827 and attended, as the first student, the newly opened Fourah Bay College , 

an Anglican missionary school, where his interest in language found him studying Latin and 

Greek but also Temne a language used in Sierra Leone and Nigeria by about 30% of the 

population. After completing his studies he began teaching at the school. 

In 1841 Crowther was selected to accompany the missionary James Frederick Schön on an 

expedition along the Niger River. The goal of the expedition was to spread commerce, teach 

agricultural techniques, spread Christianity, and help end the slave trade. Following the 

expedition, Crowther was recalled to England, where he was trained as a minister and 

ordained by the bishop of London. He returned to Africa in 1843 and with Henry Townsend, 

opened a mission in Abeokuta (ah-bey-oh-koo-tah), in today's Ogun State, Nigeria.

Rev. Dr. Crowther began translating the Bible into the Yoruba language and compiling a 

Yoruba dictionary. A Yoruba version of the Book of Common Prayer followed later. In 1864, 

Crowther was ordained as the first African bishop of the Anglican Church. That same year he 

also received a Doctor of Divinity from Oxford University. 

Bishop Dr. Crowther's attention was directed more and more to languages other than Yoruba, 

but he continued to supervise the translation of the Yoruba Bible, which was completed in the 

mid-1880”s. In 1891, Crowther suffered a stroke and died on the December 31st. He was 

buried  in Lagos Nigeria. 

Let us pray: Almighty God, you rescued Samuel Ajayi Crowther from slavery, sent him to 

preach the Good News of Jesus Christ to his people in Nigeria, and made him the first bishop 

from the people of West Africa: Grant that those who follow in his steps may reap what he has

sown and find abundant help for the harvest; through him who took upon himself the form of a

slave that we might be free, the same Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 


