
Sixth Sunday after Epiphany, February 12, 2017

The Collect: O God, the strength of all who put their trust in you: Mercifully accept our 

prayers; and because in our weakness we can do nothing good without you, give us the help 

of your grace, that in keeping your commandments we may please you both in will and deed; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for

ever and ever. Amen.

First Lesson: Deuteronomy 30:15-20 read from the King James Version Bible

See, I have set before thee this day life and good, and death and evil; In that I command thee 

this day to love the Lord thy God, to walk in his ways, and to keep his commandments and his

statutes and his judgments, that thou mayest live and multiply: and the Lord thy God shall 

bless thee in the land whither thou goest to possess it.

But if thine heart turn away, so that thou wilt not hear, but shalt be drawn away, and worship 

other gods, and serve them; I denounce unto you this day, that ye shall surely perish, and that

ye shall not prolong your days upon the land, whither thou passest over Jordan to go to 

possess it.

I call heaven and earth to record this day against you, that I have set before you life and 

death, blessing and cursing: therefore choose life, that both thou and thy seed may live: That 

thou mayest love the Lord thy God, and that thou mayest obey his voice, and that thou 

mayest cleave unto him: for he is thy life, and the length of thy days: that thou mayest dwell in

the land which the Lord sware unto thy fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give 

them.

The Word of the Lord

Psalm 119:1-8 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Pray

1 Happy are they whose way is blameless, * who walk in the law of the Lord!

2 Happy are they who observe his decrees * and seek him with all their hearts!

3 Who never do any wrong, * but always walk in his ways.



4 You laid down your commandments, * that we should fully keep them.

5 Oh, that my ways were made so direct * that I might keep your statutes!

6 Then I should not be put to shame, * when I regard all your commandments.

7 I will thank you with an unfeigned heart, * when I have learned your righteous judgments.

8 I will keep your statutes; * do not utterly forsake me.

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 3:1-9 read from The Lexham English Bible

And I, brothers, was not able to speak to you as to spiritual people, but as to fleshly people, 

as to infants in Christ. I gave you milk to drink, not solid food, for you were not yet able to eat 

it. But now you are still not able, for you are still fleshly. For where there is jealousy and strife 

among you, are you not fleshly, and do you not live like unregenerate people? For whenever 

anyone says, “I am with Paul,” and another, “I am with Apollos,” are you not merely human?

Therefore, what is Apollos and what is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, and to 

each as the Lord gave. I planted, Apollos watered, but God was causing it to grow. So then, 

neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but God who is causing it to 

grow. Now the one who plants and the one who waters are one, but each one will receive his 

own reward according to his own labor. For we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, 

God’s building.

The Word of the Lord

Gospel: Matthew 5:21-37 read from the Message Bible

“You’re familiar with the command to the ancients, ‘Do not murder.’ I’m telling you that anyone

who is so much as angry with a brother or sister is guilty of murder. Carelessly call a brother 

‘idiot!’ and you just might find yourself hauled into court. Thoughtlessly yell ‘stupid!’ at a sister 

and you are on the brink of hellfire. The simple moral fact is that words kill.

“This is how I want you to conduct yourself in these matters. If you enter your place of worship

and, about to make an offering, you suddenly remember a grudge a friend has against you, 

abandon your offering, leave immediately, go to this friend and make things right. Then and 



only then, come back and work things out with God.

“Or say you’re out on the street and an old enemy accosts you. Don’t lose a minute. Make the

first move; make things right with him. After all, if you leave the first move to him, knowing his 

track record, you’re likely to end up in court, maybe even jail. If that happens, you won’t get 

out without a stiff fine.

“You know the next commandment pretty well, too: ‘Don’t go to bed with another’s spouse.’ 

But don’t think you’ve preserved your virtue simply by staying out of bed. Your heart can be 

corrupted by lust even quicker than your body. Those leering looks you think nobody notices

—they also corrupt.

“Let’s not pretend this is easier than it really is. If you want to live a morally pure life, here’s 

what you have to do: You have to blind your right eye the moment you catch it in a lustful leer.

You have to choose to live one-eyed or else be dumped on a moral trash pile. And you have 

to chop off your right hand the moment you notice it raised threateningly. Better a bloody 

stump than your entire being discarded for good in the dump.

“Remember the Scripture that says, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him do it legally, giving her

divorce papers and her legal rights’? Too many of you are using that as a cover for 

selfishness and whim, pretending to be righteous just because you are ‘legal.’ Please, no 

more pretending. If you divorce your wife, you’re responsible for making her an adulteress 

(unless she has already made herself that by sexual promiscuity). And if you marry such a 

divorced adulteress, you’re automatically an adulterer yourself. You can’t use legal cover to 

mask a moral failure.

“And don’t say anything you don’t mean. This counsel is embedded deep in our traditions. 

You only make things worse when you lay down a smoke screen of pious talk, saying, ‘I’ll 

pray for you,’ and never doing it, or saying, ‘God be with you,’ and not meaning it. You don’t 

make your words true by embellishing them with religious lace. In making your speech sound 

more religious, it becomes less true. Just say ‘yes’ and ‘no.’ When you manipulate words to 

get your own way, you go wrong.

The Gospel of the Lord



Closing Prayer: On February 15th we remember Thomas Bray Priest and Missionary

In 1696 Thomas Bray, an English country parson, was commissioned to report on the 

condition of the Church in the colony of Maryland. He spent only ten weeks in the colony, but 

he radically re-organized and renewed the Church there, providing for the instruction of 

children and the systematic examination of candidates for pastoral positions. He founded 

thirty-nine lending libraries and numerous schools. Both in Maryland and upon his return to 

England, he wrote and preached in defense of the rights of enslaved Africans, and of Indians 

deprived of their land. Back in England, he worked for the reform of prison conditions, and for 

the establishment of preaching missions to prisoners. He persuaded General Oglethorpe to 

found a American colony (now Georgia) for the settlement of debtors as an alternative to 

debtors' prison. He founded a missionary society, the SPG (Society for the Propagation of the 

Gospel) and an educational and publishing society, the SPCK (Society for Promoting 

Christian Knowledge), both of which are still active today.

Let us pray: O God of compassion, who opened the heart of your servant Thomas Bray to 

the needs of the Church in the New World, and to found societies to relieve them: Make the 

Church diligent at all times to propagate the Gospel, and to promote the spread of Christian 

knowledge; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 


