
Seventh Sunday after Epiphany Sunday, February 19, 2017

The Collect: O Lord, you have taught us that without love whatever we do is worth nothing: 

Send your Holy Spirit and pour into our hearts your greatest gift, which is love, the true bond 

of peace and of all virtue, without which whoever lives is accounted dead before you. Grant 

this for the sake of your only Son Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Old Testament: Leviticus 19:1-2,9-18 read from The Modern English Version Bible

And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: Speak to all the congregation of the children of Israel, 

and say to them: You shall be holy, for I the Lord your God am holy. 

When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap up to the edge of your field, nor 

shall you gather the gleanings of your harvest. You shall not glean bare your vineyard, nor 

shall you gather every fallen grape of your vineyard. You shall leave them for the poor and 

stranger: I am the Lord your God.

You shall not steal, nor deal falsely, nor lie to one another. You shall not swear falsely by My 

name, and so defile the name of your God: I am the Lord.

You shall not defraud your neighbor or rob him. The wages of him who is hired shall not stay 

with you all night until the morning. You shall not curse the deaf, nor put a stumbling block 

before the blind, but you shall fear your God: I am the Lord.

You shall do no unrighteousness in a court. You shall not be partial to the poor, nor honor the 

person who is great, but in righteousness you shall judge your neighbor. You shall not go 

around as a slanderer among your people, nor shall you stand by while the life of your 

neighbor is in danger: I am the Lord.

You shall not hate your brother in your heart. You shall surely reason honestly with your 

neighbor, and not suffer sin because of him. You shall not take vengeance, nor bear any 

grudge against the children of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am 



the Lord.

The Word of the Lord

Psalm 119:33-40 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

33 Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statutes, * and I shall keep it to the end.

34 Give me understanding, and I shall keep your law; * I shall keep it with all my heart.

35 Make me go in the path of your commandments, * for that is my desire.

36 Incline my heart to your decrees * and not to unjust gain.

37 Turn my eyes from watching what is worthless; * give me life in your ways.

38 Fulfill your promise to your servant, * which you make to those who fear you.

39 Turn away the reproach which I dread, * because your judgments are good.

40 Behold, I long for your commandments; * in your righteousness preserve my life.

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 3:10-11,16-23 read from the New American Standard Bible

According to the grace of God which was given to me, like a wise master builder I laid a 

foundation, and another is building on it. But each man must be careful how he builds on it. 

For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.

Do you not know that you are a temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you? If any 

man destroys the temple of God, God will destroy him, for the temple of God is holy, and that 

is what you are.

Let no man deceive himself. If any man among you thinks that he is wise in this age, he must 

become foolish, so that he may become wise. For the wisdom of this world is foolishness 

before God. For it is written, “He is the one who catches the wise in their craftiness”; and 

again, “The Lord knows the reasonings of the wise, that they are useless.” So then let no one 

boast in men. For all things belong to you, whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or 

life or death or things present or things to come; all things belong to you, and you belong to 

Christ; and Christ belongs to God.

The Word of the Lord



Gospel: Matthew 5:38-48 read from The New Century Version Bible

“You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth.’ But I tell you, 

don’t stand up against an evil person. If someone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to him the

other cheek also. If someone wants to sue you in court and take your shirt, let him have your 

coat also. If someone forces you to go with him one mile, go with him two miles. If a person 

asks you for something, give it to him. Don’t refuse to give to someone who wants to borrow 

from you.

“You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemies.’ But I say to 

you, love your enemies. Pray for those who hurt you. If you do this, you will be true children of

your Father in heaven. He causes the sun to rise on good people and on evil people, and he 

sends rain to those who do right and to those who do wrong. If you love only the people who 

love you, you will get no reward. Even the tax collectors do that. And if you are nice only to 

your friends, you are no better than other people. Even those who don’t know God are nice to 

their friends. So you must be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect.

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On February 20th we celebrate the life of Frederick Douglass, Orator 

and Advocate for Truth and Justice

Frederick Augustus Washington Bailey was born into slavery on the Eastern Shore of 

Maryland in February 1818. He had a difficult family life. He barely knew his mother, who lived

on a different plantation and died when he was a young child. He never discovered the 

identity of his father. When he turned eight years old, his slave owner hired him out to work as

a servant in Baltimore.

At an early age, Frederick realized there was a connection between literacy and freedom. Not

allowed to attend school, he taught himself to read and write in the streets of Baltimore. At 

twelve, he bought a book called The Columbian Orator. It was a collection of revolutionary 

speeches, debates, and writings on natural rights.



When Frederick was fifteen, his slave owner sent him back to the Eastern Shore to labor as a 

field hand. Frederick rebelled intensely. He educated other slaves, physically fought back 

against a "slave-breaker," and plotted an unsuccessful escape.

Frustrated, his slave owner returned him to Baltimore. This time, Frederick met a young free 

black woman named Anna Murray, who agreed to help him escape. On September 3rd, 1838,

he disguised himself as a sailor and boarded a northbound train, using money from Anna to 

pay for his ticket. In less than 24 hours, Frederick arrived in New York City and declared 

himself free.

Frederick and Anna married and moved to New Bedford, Massachusetts, where they adopted

the last name "Douglass." They started their family, which would eventually grow to include 

five children: Rosetta, Lewis, Frederick, Charles, and Annie.

After finding employment as a laborer, Douglass began to attend abolitionist meetings and 

speak about his experiences in slavery. He soon gained a reputation as an orator, landing a 

job as an agent for the Massachusetts Anti-Slavery Society. The job took him on speaking 

tours across the North and Midwest.

Douglass's fame as an orator increased as he traveled. Still, some of his audiences 

suspected he was not truly a fugitive slave. In 1845, he published his first autobiography, 

Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, to lay those doubts to rest. The narrative gave a 

clear record of names and places from his enslavement.

To avoid being captured and re-enslaved, Douglass traveled overseas. For almost two years, 

he gave speeches and sold copies of his narrative in England, Ireland, and Scotland. When 

abolitionists offered to purchase his freedom, Douglass accepted and returned home to the 

United States legally free. He relocated Anna and their children to Rochester, New York.

In Rochester, Douglass took his work in new directions. He embraced the women's rights 

movement, helped people on the Underground Railroad, and supported anti-slavery political 

parties. Once an ally of William Lloyd Garrison and his followers, Douglass started to work 



more closely with Gerrit Smith and John Brown. He bought a printing press and ran his own 

newspaper, The North Star. In 1855, he published his second autobiography, My Bondage 

and My Freedom, which expanded on his first autobiography and challenged racial 

segregation in the North.

Tragedy struck Douglass's life in 1882 when Anna died from a stroke. He remarried in 1884 to

Helen Pitts, an activist and the daughter of former abolitionists. The marriage stirred 

controversy, as Helen was white and twenty years younger. Part of their married life was 

spent abroad. They traveled to Europe and Africa in 1886-1887, and they took up temporary 

residence in Haiti during Douglass's service there in 1889-1891.

On February 20, 1895, Douglass attended a meeting for the National Council of Women. He 

returned home to Cedar Hill in the late afternoon and was preparing to give a speech at a 

local church when he suffered a heart attack and passed away. Douglass was 77. He had 

remained a central figure in the fight for equality and justice for his entire life. Douglass is 

buried in Rochester, New York in Mount Hope Cemetery. 

Let us pray: Almighty God, we bless your Name for the witness of Frederick Douglass, 

whose impassioned and reasonable speech moved the hearts of people to a deeper 

obedience to Christ: Strengthen us also to speak on behalf of those in captivity and 

tribulation, continuing in the Word of Jesus Christ our Liberator; who with you and the Holy 

Spirit dwells in glory everlasting. Amen. 


