
Fourth Sunday in Lent, Sunday, March 26, 2017

The Collect: Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven to 

be the true bread which gives life to the world: Evermore give us this bread, that he may live 

in us, and we in him; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 

ever. Amen.

Old Testament: 1 Samuel 16:1-13 read from the New American Standard Bible

Now the Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul, since I have rejected him 

from being king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil and go; I will send you to Jesse the 

Bethlehemite, for I have selected a king for Myself among his sons.” But Samuel said, “How 

can I go? When Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the Lord said, “Take a heifer with you 

and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’ You shall invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will 

show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for Me the one whom I designate to you.” 

So Samuel did what the Lord said, and came to Bethlehem. And the elders of the city came 

trembling to meet him and said, “Do you come in peace?” He said, “In peace; I have come to 

sacrifice to the Lord. Consecrate yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” He also 

consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.

When they entered, he looked at Eliab (E-lie-ab) and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is 

before Him.” But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look at his appearance or at the height of 

his stature, because I have rejected him; for God sees not as man sees, for man looks at the 

outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” Then Jesse called Abinadab (Ah-bin-

ah-dab) and made him pass before Samuel. And he said, “The Lord has not chosen this one 

either.” Next Jesse made Shammah (Sham-ah) pass by. And he said, “The Lord has not 

chosen this one either.” Thus Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel. But Samuel

said to Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen these.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Are these all the 

children?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, and behold, he is tending the 

sheep.” Then Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he 

comes here.”

So he sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, with beautiful eyes and a handsome 



appearance. And the Lord said, “Arise, anoint him; for this is he.” Then Samuel took the horn 

of oil and anointed him in the midst of his brothers; and the Spirit of the Lord came mightily 

upon David from that day forward. And Samuel arose and went to Ramah (Ray-muh).

The Word of the Lord

Psalm 23 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 The Lord is my shepherd; * I shall not be in want.

2 He makes me lie down in green pastures * and leads me beside still waters.

3 He revives my soul * and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake.

4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; * for you are 

with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

5 You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; * you have anointed

my head with oil, and my cup is running over.

6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, * and I will dwell in 

the house of the Lord for ever.

Epistle: Ephesians 5:8-14 read from the New Century Version Bible

In the past you were full of darkness, but now you are full of light in the Lord. So live like 

children who belong to the light. Light brings every kind of goodness, right living, and truth. 

Try to learn what pleases the Lord. Have nothing to do with the things done in darkness, 

which are not worth anything. But show that they are wrong. It is shameful even to talk about 

what those people do in secret. But the light makes all things easy to see, and everything that

is made easy to see can become light. This is why it is said:

“Wake up, sleeper! Rise from death, and Christ will shine on you.”

The Word of the Lord

Gospel: John 9:1-41 read from the New International Version Bible

As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who 



sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”

“Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that the works of 

God might be displayed in him. As long as it is day, we must do the works of him who sent 

me. Night is coming, when no one can work. While I am in the world, I am the light of the 

world.”

After saying this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and put it on the 

man’s eyes. “Go,” he told him, “wash in the Pool of Siloam” (this word means “Sent”). So the 

man went and washed, and came home seeing.

His neighbors and those who had formerly seen him begging asked, “Isn’t this the same man 

who used to sit and beg?” Some claimed that he was. Others said, “No, he only looks like 

him.”

But he himself insisted, “I am the man.”

“How then were your eyes opened?” they asked.

He replied, “The man they call Jesus made some mud and put it on my eyes. He told me to 

go to Siloam and wash. So I went and washed, and then I could see.”

“Where is this man?” they asked him. “I don’t know,” he said.

They brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind. Now the day on which Jesus had

made the mud and opened the man’s eyes was a Sabbath. Therefore the Pharisees also 

asked him how he had received his sight. “He put mud on my eyes,” the man replied, “and I 

washed, and now I see.”

Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.”

But others asked, “How can a sinner perform such signs?” So they were divided. Then they 

turned again to the blind man, “What have you to say about him? It was your eyes he 



opened.”

The man replied, “He is a prophet.”

They still did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they sent for 

the man’s parents. “Is this your son?” they asked. “Is this the one you say was born blind? 

How is it that now he can see?”

“We know he is our son,” the parents answered, “and we know he was born blind. But how he

can see now, or who opened his eyes, we don’t know. Ask him. He is of age; he will speak for 

himself.” His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jewish leaders, who already 

had decided that anyone who acknowledged that Jesus was the Messiah would be put out of 

the synagogue. That was why his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”

A second time they summoned the man who had been blind. “Give glory to God by telling the 

truth,” they said. “We know this man is a sinner.”

He replied, “Whether he is a sinner or not, I don’t know. One thing I do know. I was blind but 

now I see!”

Then they asked him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?”

He answered, “I have told you already and you did not listen. Why do you want to hear it 

again? Do you want to become his disciples too?”

Then they hurled insults at him and said, “You are this fellow’s disciple! We are disciples of 

Moses! We know that God spoke to Moses, but as for this fellow, we don’t even know where 

he comes from.”

The man answered, “Now that is remarkable! You don’t know where he comes from, yet he 

opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners. He listens to the godly person 

who does his will. Nobody has ever heard of opening the eyes of a man born blind. If this man



were not from God, he could do nothing.”

To this they replied, “You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you lecture us!” And they 

threw him out.

Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe 

in the Son of Man?”

“Who is he, sir?” the man asked. “Tell me so that I may believe in him.”

Jesus said, “You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with you.”

Then the man said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him.

Jesus said, “For judgment I have come into this world, so that the blind will see and those 

who see will become blind.”

Some Pharisees who were with him heard him say this and asked, “What? Are we blind too?”

Jesus said, “If you were blind, you would not be guilty of sin; but now that you claim you can 

see, your guilt remains.

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On March 29th we remember John Keble, (ki-bel) Priest, poet, and 

renewer of the church.

John Keble, was born April 25th, 1792 in Fairford. His father was vicar of Coln St. Aldwyns. 

He attended Corpus Christi College, Oxford, and after a brilliant academic performance there 

became a Fellow of Oriel College, Oxford. He was ordained to the Priesthood in 1816, and 

served as a tutor at Oxford from 1818 to 1823. In 1827 he published a book of poems called 

The Christian Year, containing poems for the Sundays and Feast Days of the Church Year. 

The book sold many copies, and was highly effective in spreading Keble's devotional and 



theological views. His style was more popular then than now, but some of his poems are still 

in use as hymns.

He was Professor of Poetry at Oxford from 1831 to 1841, and from 1836 until his death thirty 

years later he was priest of a small parish in the village of Hursley near Winchester.

On July 14th 1833, he preached the Assize (uh-size) Sermon at Oxford. (This sermon marks 

the opening of a term of the civil and criminal courts, and is officially addressed to the judges 

and officers of the court, exhorting them to deal justly.) His sermon was called "National 

Apostasy,(uh-pos-tuh-see)" and denounced the Nation for turning away from God, and for 

regarding the Church as a mere institution of society, rather than as the prophetic voice of 

God, commissioned by Him to warn and instruct the people. The sermon was a nationwide 

sensation, and is considered to be the beginning of the religious revival known as the 

Tractarian Movement (so called because of a series of 90 Tracts, or pamphlets addressed to 

the public, which largely influenced the course of the movement). Because the Tractarians 

emphasized the importance of the ministry and of the sacraments as God-given ordinances, 

they were suspected by their opponents of Roman Catholic tendencies, and the suspicion 

was reinforced when one of their leaders, John Henry Newman, did in fact become a Roman 

Catholic. But the movement survived, and has profoundly influenced the religious thinking, 

practice, and worship of large portions of Christendom. Their insistence, for example, that it 

was the normal practice for all Christians to receive the sacrament of Holy Communion every 

Sunday has influenced many Christians who would never call themselves Anglicans, let alone

Tractarians. 

Keble also produced an edition of the works of Richard Hooker, a distinguished Anglican 

theologian. He also wrote several more books of poems, and numerous hymn lyrics. Keble 

died March 29th, 1866 in Bournemouth at the Hermitage Hotel, after visiting the area to try 

and recover from a long term illness as he believed the sea air had therapeutic qualities. He is

buried in All Saints' churchyard, Hursley. Three years after his death, his friends and admirers 

established Keble College at Oxford.

Let us pray: Grant, O God, that in all time of our testing we may know your presence and 

obey your will; that, following the example of your servant John Keble, we may accomplish 



with integrity and courage what you give us to do, and endure what you give us to bear; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for

ever and ever. Amen


