
Third Sunday after Pentecost Sunday, June 25, 2017

The Collect: O Lord, make us have perpetual love and reverence for your holy Name, for you never 

fail to help and govern those whom you have set upon the sure foundation of your loving kindness; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 

and ever. Amen.

Old Testament: Genesis 21:8-21 read from the Lexham English Bible

And the child grew and was weaned. And Abraham made a great feast on the day Isaac was weaned.

And Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had borne Abraham, mocking. Then she 

said to Abraham, “Drive out this slave woman and her son, for the son of this slave woman will not be 

heir with my son, with Isaac.” And the matter displeased Abraham very much on account of his son. 

Then God said to Abraham, “Do not be displeased on account of the boy and on account of the slave 

woman. Listen to everything that Sarah said to you, for through Isaac your offspring will be named. 

And I will also make the son of the slave woman into a nation, for he is your offspring.” Then Abraham

rose up early in the morning and took bread and a skin of water and gave it to Hagar, putting it on her 

shoulder. And he sent her away with the child, and she went, wandering about in the wilderness, in 

Beersheba. And when the water was finished from the skin, she put the child under one of the 

bushes. And she went and she sat a good distance away, for she said, “Let me not see the child’s 

death.” So she sat away from him and lifted up her voice and wept. And God heard the cry of the boy 

and the angel of God called to Hagar from the heavens and said to her, “What is the matter Hagar? 

Do not be afraid, for God has heard the cry of the boy from where he is. Get up, take up the boy and 

take him with your hand, for I will make him a great nation.” And God opened her eyes, and she saw 

a well of water. And she went and filled the skin with water and gave a drink to the boy. And God was 

with the boy, and he grew and lived in the wilderness. And he became an expert with a bow. And he 

lived in the wilderness of Paran. And his mother took a wife for him from the land of Egypt.

The Word of the Lord

Psalm: 86:1-10, 16-17 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 Bow down your ear, O Lord, and answer me, * for I am poor and in misery.

2 Keep watch over my life, for I am faithful; * save your servant who puts his trust in you.

3 Be merciful to me, O Lord, for you are my God; * I call upon you all the day long.

4 Gladden the soul of your servant, * for to you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.



5 For you, O Lord, are good and forgiving, * and great is your love toward all who call upon you.

6 Give ear, O Lord, to my prayer, * and attend to the voice of my supplications.

7 In the time of my trouble I will call upon you, * for you will answer me.

8 Among the gods there is none like you, O Lord, * nor anything like your works.

9 All nations you have made will come and worship you, O Lord, * and glorify your Name.

10 For you are great; you do wondrous things; * and you alone are God.

16 Turn to me and have mercy upon me; * give your strength to your servant; and save the child of 

your handmaid.

17 Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may see it and be ashamed; * because 

you, O Lord, have helped me and comforted me.

Epistle: Romans 6:1b-11 read from the Message Bible

Keep on sinning so God can keep on forgiving? I should hope not! If we’ve left the country where sin 

is sovereign, how can we still live in our old house there? Or didn’t you realize we packed up and left 

there for good? That is what happened in baptism. When we went under the water, we left the old 

country of sin behind; when we came up out of the water, we entered into the new country of grace—

a new life in a new land!

That’s what baptism into the life of Jesus means. When we are lowered into the water, it is like the 

burial of Jesus; when we are raised up out of the water, it is like the resurrection of Jesus. Each of us 

is raised into a light-filled world by our Father so that we can see where we’re going in our new grace-

sovereign country.

Could it be any clearer? Our old way of life was nailed to the cross with Christ, a decisive end to that 

sin-miserable life—no longer at sin’s every beck and call! What we believe is this: If we get included 

in Christ’s sin-conquering death, we also get included in his life-saving resurrection. We know that 

when Jesus was raised from the dead it was a signal of the end of death-as-the-end. Never again will 

death have the last word. When Jesus died, he took sin down with him, but alive he brings God down 

to us. From now on, think of it this way: Sin speaks a dead language that means nothing to you; God 

speaks your mother tongue, and you hang on every word. You are dead to sin and alive to God. 

That’s what Jesus did.

The Word of the Lord



Gospel: Matthew 10:24-39 read from the The Modern English Version Bible

“The disciple is not above his teacher, nor the servant above his master. It is enough for the disciple 

that he be like his teacher, and the servant like his master. If they have called the master of the house

Beelzebub, how much more will they call those of his household?

“Therefore do not fear them. For nothing is covered that will not be revealed, or hidden that will not be

known. What I tell you in darkness, speak in the light. And what you hear in the ear, preach on the 

housetops. Do not fear those who kill the body but are not able to kill the soul. But rather fear Him 

who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? And not one

of them will fall to the ground without your Father. But the very hairs of your head are all numbered. 

Therefore do not fear. You are more valuable than many sparrows.

“Whoever will confess Me before men, him will I confess also before My Father who is in heaven. But 

whoever will deny Me before men, him will I also deny before My Father who is in heaven.

“Do not think that I have come to bring peace on earth. I did not come to bring peace, but a sword. 

For I have come to turn ‘a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-

law against her mother-in-law; a man’s foes will be those of his own household.’

“He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who loves son or daughter 

more than Me is not worthy of Me. And He who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not 

worthy of Me. He who finds his life will lose it, and he who loses his life for My sake will find it.

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: Pauli Murray Civil Rights Activist & Priest

On July 1st we celebrate the life of Anna Pauline "Pauli" Murray an American civil rights activist, 

women's rights activist, lawyer, author and priest. Born in Baltimore, Maryland November 20th, 1910 

Murray was raised mostly by her maternal grandparents in Durham, North Carolina. At the age of 

sixteen, she moved to New York to attend Hunter College, graduating with a Bachelor of Arts degree 

in English in 1933. In 1940, Murray sat in the whites-only section of a Virginia bus with a friend, and 

they were arrested for violating state segregation laws. This incident, and her subsequent 

involvement with the socialist Workers' Defense League, led to a career goal as a civil rights lawyer. 

She enrolled in the law school at Howard University, where she graduated first in her class, but was 

denied the chance to do post-graduate work at Harvard University because of her gender. She 



earned a master's in law at University of California, Berkeley, and in 1965 she became the first African

American to receive a Doctor of Juridical Science degree from Yale Law School.

As a lawyer, Murray argued for civil rights and women's rights. National Association for the 

Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) Chief Counsel Thurgood Marshall called Murray's 1950 

book States' Laws on Race and Color the "bible" of the civil rights movement. Murray served on the

1961 Presidential Commission on the Status of Women and in 1966 was a co-founder of the National 

Organization for Women. 

Murray served as vice president of Benedict College from 1967–68. She left Benedict to become a 

professor at Brandeis University, where she remained until 1973. In addition to teaching law, Murray 

introduced classes on African-American studies and women's studies, both firsts for the university. 

Murray later wrote that her time at Brandeis was "the most exciting, tormenting, satisfying, embattled, 

frustrated, and at times triumphant period of my secular career".

Increasingly inspired by her connections with other women in the Episcopal Church, Murray, then 

more than sixty years old, left Brandeis to attend the seminary. After three years of study, in 1977 she 

became the first African-American woman ordained as an Episcopal priest and was among the first 

generation of Episcopal women priests. That year she celebrated her first Eucharist by invitation at 

Chapel of the Cross, Chapel Hill North Carolina.  That was the first time a woman celebrated the 

Eucharist at an Episcopal church in North Carolina. In 1978 she preached her first sermon in her 

"hometown" of Durham, North Carolina, on Mother's Day at St. Philip's Episcopal Church, where her 

mother and grandparents had attended in the 19th century. She announced her mission of 

reconciliation. For the next seven years, Murray worked in a parish in Washington, D.C., focusing 

particularly on ministry to the sick.

On July 1st, 1985 the Rev. Dr. Pauli Murray died of pancreatic cancer in the house she owned with a 

lifelong friend, Maida Springer Kemp, in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 

Let us pray: Liberating God, we thank you most heartily for the steadfast courage of your servant 

Pauli Murray, who fought long and well: Unshackle us from bonds of prejudice and fear so that we 

show forth your reconciling love and true freedom, which you revealed through your Son our Savior 

Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 


