
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost, September 10

The Collect: Grant us, O Lord, to trust in you with all our hearts; for, as you always resist the 

proud who confide in their own strength, so you never forsake those who make their boast of 

your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Old Testament: Exodus 12:1-14 read from the Modern English Version Bible

Now the Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying: This month shall be the 

beginning of months to you. It shall be the first month of the year to you. Speak to all the 

congregation of Israel, saying: On the tenth day of this month every man shall take a lamb, 

according to the house of their fathers, a lamb for a household. And if the household be too 

little for the lamb, let him and his neighbor next to his house take it according to the number of

the persons; according to what each man shall eat, divide the lamb. Your lamb shall be 

without blemish, a male of the first year. You shall take it out from the sheep, or from the 

goats. You shall keep it up until the fourteenth day of the same month, and then the whole 

assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it in the evening. They shall take some of the 

blood and put it on the two side posts and on the upper doorpost of the houses in which they 

shall eat it. They shall eat the flesh on that night, roasted with fire, and they shall eat it with 

unleavened bread and bitter herbs. Do not eat it raw, nor boiled at all with water, but roasted 

with fire, its head with its legs and its entrails. And you shall let nothing of it remain until the 

morning, but that of it which remains until the morning you shall burn with fire. In this way 

shall you eat it: with your waist girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand. 

So you shall eat it in haste. It is the Lord’s Passover.

For I will pass through the land of Egypt this night and will smite all the firstborn in the land of 

Egypt, both man and beast, and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgment. I am 

the Lord. The blood shall be to you for a sign on the houses where you are. And when I see 

the blood, I will pass over you, and the plague shall not be upon you to destroy you when I 

smite the land of Egypt.



This day shall be a memorial to you, and you shall keep it as a feast to the Lord. Throughout 

your generations you shall keep it a feast by an eternal ordinance. 

The Word of the Lord

Psalm 149 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 Hallelujah! Sing to the Lord a new song; * sing his praise in the congregation of the faithful.

2 Let Israel rejoice in his Maker; * let the children of Zion be joyful in their King.

3 Let them praise his Name in the dance; * let them sing praise to him with timbrel and harp.

4 For the Lord takes pleasure in his people * and adorns the poor with victory.

5 Let the faithful rejoice in triumph; * let them be joyful on their beds.

6 Let the praises of God be in their throat * and a two-edged sword in their hand;

7 To wreak vengeance on the nations * and punishment on the peoples;

8 To bind their kings in chains * and their nobles with links of iron;

9 To inflict on them the judgment decreed; * this is glory for all his faithful people. Hallelujah!

Epistle: Romans 13:8-14 read from the New American Standard Bible

Owe nothing to anyone except to love one another; for he who loves [e]his neighbor has 

fulfilled the law. For this, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not 

steal, You shall not covet,” and if there is any other commandment, it is summed up in this 

saying, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” Love does no wrong to a neighbor; 

therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.

Do this, knowing the time, that it is already the hour for you to awaken from sleep; for now 

salvation is nearer to us than when we believed. The night is almost gone, and the day is 

near. Therefore let us lay aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light. Let us 

behave properly as in the day, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual promiscuity 

and sensuality, not in strife and jealousy. But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no 

provision for the flesh in regard to its lusts.

The Word of the Lord



Gospel: Matthew 18:15-20 read from the New Century Version Bible

“If your fellow believer sins against you, go and tell him in private what he did wrong. If he 

listens to you, you have helped that person to be your brother or sister again. But if he refuses

to listen, go to him again and take one or two other people with you. ‘Every case may be 

proved by two or three witnesses.’ If he refuses to listen to them, tell the church. If he refuses 

to listen to the church, then treat him like a person who does not believe in God or like a tax 

collector.

“I tell you the truth, the things you don’t allow on earth will be the things God does not allow. 

And the things you allow on earth will be the things that God allows.

“Also, I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about something and pray for it, it will be 

done for you by my Father in heaven. This is true because if two or three people come 

together in my name, I am there with them.”

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing prayer: On September 11th we remember Henry Thacker Burliegh.

Henry (better known as Harry) Thacker Burleigh was an American singer, composer, and 

arranger who did more than anyone else up to his time to make available the riches of the 

American Negro Spiritual to vast audiences.

Burleigh was born in Erie, Pennsylvania, in 1866. His grandfather, Hamilton Waters, had been

a slave who had been blinded by a savage beating but passed along old songs by singing 

them to his grandson. Harry Burleigh had a natural voice for singing and sang when and 

where he could. In 1892, with some difficulty, he won admission to the National Conservatory 

of Music, where he studied voice and music theory. Although never directly a pupil of Antonin 

Dvořák, the director of the Conservatory at the time, he worked for Dvořák copying orchestral 

parts. It was Burleigh who suggested to Dvořák some of the themes which would become 

Dvořák's Symphony No. 9: From the New World.



To support himself while at Conservatory, Burleigh became the baritone soloist at St. 

George's Episcopal Church in New York City. The presence of a black man in the choir initially

caused dissension, but it died down when J. P. Morgan,(the banker) a member of the parish, 

took a clear stand on the matter. Even after gaining other employment and becoming a 

successful composer Burleigh continued to sing in the choir at St. George's for many years 

and became a beloved part of the congregation.

Burleigh composed original music, mostly for voice, and was a well-respected arranger and 

music editor in New York. His art songs were musical settings of the poetry of such great 

African American poets as Langston Huges and James Weldon Johnson, among others. His 

greatest achievement, and that for which he will always be celebrated, was recovering and 

arranging many Negro spirituals for solo voice and piano so that they could be widely heard 

on the concert stage. Various choral versions of the spirituals had been known in the black 

churches, but it was Burleigh's arrangements that made this distinctively American music 

available to the masses.

Burleigh died on September 12th, 1949.

Let us pray: God, our strong deliverer: We bless your Name for the grace given to Harry 

Thacker Burleigh, who lifted up in song the struggles of your people. Let that Spirit of love 

which spurred him draw us and your whole Church to raise our distinct voices into one great 

harmony of praise; through the same Jesus Christ, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and 

reigns, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 


