
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost, September 17

The Collect: O God, because without you we are not able to please you mercifully grant that 

your Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Old Testament: Genesis 50:15-21 read from the New International Version Bible

When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “What if Joseph holds a 

grudge against us and pays us back for all the wrongs we did to him?” So they sent word to 

Joseph, saying, “Your father left these instructions before he died: ‘This is what you are to say

to Joseph: I ask you to forgive your brothers the sins and the wrongs they committed in 

treating you so badly.’ Now please forgive the sins of the servants of the God of your father.” 

When their message came to him, Joseph wept.

His brothers then came and threw themselves down before him. “We are your slaves,” they 

said.

But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of God? You intended to harm 

me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many 

lives. So then, don’t be afraid. I will provide for you and your children.” And he reassured them

and spoke kindly to them.

The Word of the Lord

Psalm 103:1-13 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 Bless the Lord, O my soul, *  and all that is within me, bless his holy Name.

2 Bless the Lord, O my soul, * and forget not all his benefits.

3 He forgives all your sins * and heals all your infirmities;

4 He redeems your life from the grave * and crowns you with mercy and loving-kindness;

5 He satisfies you with good things, * and your youth is renewed like an eagle's.

6 The Lord executes righteousness * and judgment for all who are oppressed.



7 He made his ways known to Moses * and his works to the children of Israel.

8 The Lord is full of compassion and mercy, * slow to anger and of great kindness.

9 He will not always accuse us, * nor will he keep his anger for ever.

10 He has not dealt with us according to our sins, * nor rewarded us according to our 

wickedness.

11 For as the heavens are high above the earth, * so is his mercy great upon those who fear 

him.

12 As far as the east is from the west, * so far has he removed our sins from us.

13 As a father cares for his children, * so does the Lord care for those who fear him. 

Epistle: Romans 14:1-12 read from the New Living Translation Bible

Accept other believers who are weak in faith, and don’t argue with them about what they think

is right or wrong. For instance, one person believes it’s all right to eat anything. But another 

believer with a sensitive conscience will eat only vegetables. Those who feel free to eat 

anything must not look down on those who don’t. And those who don’t eat certain foods must 

not condemn those who do, for God has accepted them. Who are you to condemn someone 

else’s servants? Their own master will judge whether they stand or fall. And with the Lord’s 

help, they will stand and receive his approval.

In the same way, some think one day is more holy than another day, while others think every 

day is alike. You should each be fully convinced that whichever day you choose is acceptable.

Those who worship the Lord on a special day do it to honor him. Those who eat any kind of 

food do so to honor the Lord, since they give thanks to God before eating. And those who 

refuse to eat certain foods also want to please the Lord and give thanks to God. For we don’t 

live for ourselves or die for ourselves. If we live, it’s to honor the Lord. And if we die, it’s to 

honor the Lord. So whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord. Christ died and rose again 

for this very purpose—to be Lord both of the living and of the dead.

So why do you condemn another believer? Why do you look down on another believer? 

Remember, we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. For the Scriptures say, 



“‘As surely as I live,’ says the Lord, ‘every knee will bend to me, and every tongue will declare 

allegiance to God.’”

Yes, each of us will give a personal account to God.

The Word of the Lord

Gospel: Matthew 18:21-35 read from the New Revised Standard Version Bible

Then Peter came and said to him, “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, 

how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, 

but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.

“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle 

accounts with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand 

talents was brought to him; and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together

with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. So the slave fell 

on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ And 

out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. But that same

slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; 

and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ Then his fellow slave fell down 

and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ But he refused; then he 

went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. When his fellow slaves saw what 

had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that 

had taken place. Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave 

you all that debt because you pleaded with me. Should you not have had mercy on your 

fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured 

until he would pay his entire debt. So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if 

you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”

The Gospel of the Lord



The Closing Prayer: On September 24thS we remember Philander Chase, bishop of 

Ohio & Illinois. Read from The Great Cloud of Witnesses.

Born the youngest of fifteen children on December 14th, 1775, in Cornish, New Hampshire, 

Philander Chase attended Dartmouth College, where he prepared to become a 

Congregationalist minister. While at Dartmouth, he happened upon a copy of the Book of 

Common Prayer. Next to the Bible he thought it was the most excellent book he had ever 

studied and believed that it was surely inspired by God. At the age of nineteen he was 

confirmed in The Episcopal Church.

Following graduation from Dartmouth, Chase worked as a schoolteacher in Albany, New York,

and read for Holy Orders. Ordained a deacon in 1798, he began mission work on the northern

and western frontiers among the pioneers and the Mohawk and Oneida peoples. The first of 

the many congregations he founded was at Lake George in New York State.

Ordained a priest in 1799, at the age of twenty-three, Chase served as rector of Christ 

Church, Poughkeepsie, New York, until 1805. He then moved to New Orleans, where he 

organized the first Protestant congregation in Louisiana. That parish now serves as the 

cathedral church for the Diocese of Louisiana. In 1810, he returned north to Hartford, 

Connecticut, where he served for six years as rector of Christ Church, now the cathedral 

church of the Diocese of Connecticut. In 1817, he accepted a call to be the first rector of St. 

John's Church in Worthington, Ohio. A year later he was elected the first Bishop of Ohio. He 

immediately began founding congregations and organizing the diocese. He also established 

Kenyon College and Bexley Hall Seminary.

In 1831, Chase resigned as Bishop of Ohio and began ministering to Episcopalians and the 

unchurched in southern Michigan. In 1835, he was elected the first Bishop of Illinois and 

served in this office until he died on September 20th, 1852. During his time in Illinois, he 

founded numerous congregations, together with Jubilee College, which included a seminary. 

As the senior bishop in The Episcopal Church, he served as the Presiding Bishop from 1843 

until his death.



Let us Pray: Almighty God, whose Son Jesus Christ is the pioneer and perfecter of our faith: 

We give you heartfelt thanks for the pioneering spirit of your servant Philander Chase, and for

his zeal in opening new frontiers for the ministry of your Church. Grant us grace to minister in 

Christ's name in every place, led by bold witnesses to the Gospel of the Prince of Peace, 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 

and ever. Amen.


