
Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost, October 15

The Collect: Lord, we pray that your grace may always precede and follow us, that we may 

continually be given to good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Old Testament: Exodus 32:1-14 read from the New American Standard Bible

Now when the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the people 

assembled about Aaron and said to him, “Come, make us a god who will go before us; as for 

this Moses, the man who brought us up from the land of Egypt, we do not know what has 

become of him.” Aaron said to them, “Tear off the gold rings which are in the ears of your 

wives, your sons, and your daughters, and bring them to me.” Then all the people tore off the 

gold rings which were in their ears and brought them to Aaron. He took this from their hand, 

and fashioned it with a graving tool and made it into a molten calf; and they said, “This is your 

god, O Israel, who brought you up from the land of Egypt.” Now when Aaron saw this, he built 

an altar before it; and Aaron made a proclamation and said, “Tomorrow shall be a feast to the 

Lord.” So the next day they rose early and offered burnt offerings, and brought peace 

offerings; and the people sat down to eat and to drink, and rose up to play.

Then the Lord spoke to Moses, “Go down at once, for your people, whom you brought up 

from the land of Egypt, have corrupted themselves. They have quickly turned aside from the 

way which I commanded them. They have made for themselves a molten calf, and have 

worshiped it and have sacrificed to it and said, ‘This is your god, O Israel, who brought you up

from the land of Egypt!’” The Lord said to Moses, “I have seen this people, and behold, they 

are an obstinate people. Now then let Me alone, that My anger may burn against them and 

that I may destroy them; and I will make of you a great nation.”

Then Moses entreated the Lord his God, and said, “O Lord, why does Your anger burn 

against Your people whom You have brought out from the land of Egypt with great power and 

with a mighty hand? Why should the Egyptians speak, saying, ‘With evil intent He brought 



them out to kill them in the mountains and to destroy them from the face of the earth’? Turn 

from Your burning anger and change Your mind about doing harm to Your people. Remember 

Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, Your servants to whom You swore by Yourself, and said to them, 

‘I will multiply your descendants as the stars of the heavens, and all this land of which I have 

spoken I will give to your descendants, and they shall inherit it forever.’” So the Lord changed 

His mind about the harm which He said He would do to His people.

The Word of the Lord

Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 Hallelujah!  Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, * for his mercy endures for ever.

2 Who can declare the mighty acts of the Lord * or show forth all his praise?

3 Happy are those who act with justice * and always do what is right!

4 Remember me, O Lord, with the favor you have for your people, * and visit me with your 

saving help;

5 That I may see the prosperity of your elect and be glad with the gladness of your people, * 

that I may glory with your inheritance.

6 We have sinned as our forebears did; * we have done wrong and dealt wickedly.

19 Israel made a bull-calf at Horeb * and worshiped a molten image;

20 And so they exchanged their Glory * for the image of an ox that feeds on grass.

21 They forgot God their Savior, * who had done great things in Egypt,

22 Wonderful deeds in the land of Ham, * and fearful things at the Red Sea.

23 So he would have destroyed them, had not Moses his chosen stood before him in the 

breach, * to turn away his wrath from consuming them.

Epistle: Philippians 4:1-9 read from the New Century Version Bible

My dear brothers and sisters, I love you and want to see you. You bring me joy and make me 

proud of you, so stand strong in the Lord as I have told you.

I ask Euodia and Syntyche to agree in the Lord. And I ask you, my faithful friend, to help these

women. They served with me in telling the Good News, together with Clement and others who



worked with me, whose names are written in the book of life.

Be full of joy in the Lord always. I will say again, be full of joy.

Let everyone see that you are gentle and kind. The Lord is coming soon. Do not worry about 

anything, but pray and ask God for everything you need, always giving thanks. And God’s 

peace, which is so great we cannot understand it, will keep your hearts and minds in Christ 

Jesus.

Brothers and sisters, think about the things that are good and worthy of praise. Think about 

the things that are true and honorable and right and pure and beautiful and respected. Do 

what you learned and received from me, what I told you, and what you saw me do. And the 

God who gives peace will be with you.

The Word of the Lord

Gospel: Matthew 22:1-14 read from the New International Version Bible

Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying: “The kingdom of heaven is like a king who 

prepared a wedding banquet for his son. He sent his servants to those who had been invited 

to the banquet to tell them to come, but they refused to come.

“Then he sent some more servants and said, ‘Tell those who have been invited that I have 

prepared my dinner: My oxen and fattened cattle have been butchered, and everything is 

ready. Come to the wedding banquet.’

“But they paid no attention and went off—one to his field, another to his business. The rest 

seized his servants, mistreated them and killed them. The king was enraged. He sent his 

army and destroyed those murderers and burned their city.

“Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding banquet is ready, but those I invited did not 

deserve to come. So go to the street corners and invite to the banquet anyone you find.’ So 

the servants went out into the streets and gathered all the people they could find, the bad as 

well as the good, and the wedding hall was filled with guests.



“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing 

wedding clothes. He asked, ‘How did you get in here without wedding clothes, friend?’ The 

man was speechless.

“Then the king told the attendants, ‘Tie him hand and foot, and throw him outside, into the 

darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’

“For many are invited, but few are chosen.”

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On October 19th we celebrate the life of William Carey, missionary to 

India.

William Carey was an English Baptist missionary who was a major figure in developing the 

Protestant missionary movement of the nineteenth century.

Born a son of the Church of England on August 17th, 1761, near Northampton, Carey took an

early interest in his studies and excelled at languages, a gift that would serve him in his 

ministry. After his village schooling, Carey apprenticed as a cobbler, where he came into 

contact with a fellow worker who was a Nonconformist. Carey was challenged by this 

relationship, and he eventually left the Church of England and became a Congregationalist.

Carey developed into a master cobbler, married, and with his wife, Dorothy, had six children, 

only three of whom survived childhood. During his years as a master cobbler, Carey's interest

in languages became a passionate avocation; he learned Italian, French, Dutch, and Hebrew, 

while increasing his mastery of Latin, a language he had taught himself as a youngster.

Cary's spiritual quest continued. He was re-baptized in 1783 and was a Baptist for the 

remainder of his life. He became a schoolmaster and served as a Baptist pastor while 

struggling with his responsibility to foreign missions. He was among the founders, in 1792, of 

what would become the Baptist Missionary Society. Finally, in 1793, Carey and his 

companions set out for India.



After transitional periods in Calcutta and nearby Midnapore, in 1800 Carey and his fellow 

missionaries settled in Serampore, where Carey would spend the rest of his life. He was 

appointed a professor at Fort Williams College, which had been founded to educate the 

children of civil servants. While teaching, Carey translated the Bible into Bengali and Sanskrit 

and the New Testament into other Indian languages and dialects, in addition to providing 

translations of other Christian literature. Carey also completed a Bengali-English dictionary 

and other linguistic tools to support missionary work.

In 1818, Carey's mission established Serampore College for the dual purpose of training 

indigenous ministers and providing a classical education to anyone regardless of caste or 

national origin. 

Let us pray: Merciful God, you called William Carey to missionary work in India and gave him

a zeal for your Word that led him to translate Scripture into many local languages and 

dialects: Give us a heart for the spreading of your Gospel and a thirst for justice among all the

peoples of the world; through Jesus Christ our Savior, who sheds your light and peace 

throughout humanity, and who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and for ever. Amen.


