
Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost, October 22, 2017

The Collect: Almighty and everlasting God, in Christ you have revealed your glory among the

nations: Preserve the works of your mercy, that your Church throughout the world may 

persevere with steadfast faith in the confession of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Old Testament: Exodus 33:12-23 read from The New Living Translation Bible

One day Moses said to the Lord, “You have been telling me, ‘Take these people up to the 

Promised Land.’ But you haven’t told me whom you will send with me. You have told me, ‘I 

know you by name, and I look favorably on you.’ If it is true that you look favorably on me, let 

me know your ways so I may understand you more fully and continue to enjoy your favor. And

remember that this nation is your very own people.”

The Lord replied, “I will personally go with you, Moses, and I will give you rest—everything will

be fine for you.”

Then Moses said, “If you don’t personally go with us, don’t make us leave this place. How will 

anyone know that you look favorably on me—on me and on your people—if you don’t go with 

us? For your presence among us sets your people and me apart from all other people on the 

earth.”

The Lord replied to Moses, “I will indeed do what you have asked, for I look favorably on you, 

and I know you by name.”

Moses responded, “Then show me your glorious presence.”

The Lord replied, “I will make all my goodness pass before you, and I will call out my name, 

Yahweh, before you. For I will show mercy to anyone I choose, and I will show compassion to 

anyone I choose. But you may not look directly at my face, for no one may see me and live.” 

The Lord continued, “Look, stand near me on this rock. As my glorious presence passes by, I 



will hide you in the crevice of the rock and cover you with my hand until I have passed by. 

Then I will remove my hand and let you see me from behind. But my face will not be seen.”

The Word of the Lord

Psalm 99 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 The Lord is King; let the people tremble; * he is enthroned upon the cherubim; let the earth 

shake.

2 The Lord is great in Zion; * he is high above all peoples.

3 Let them confess his Name, which is great and awesome; * he is the Holy One.

4 "O mighty King, lover of justice, you have established equity; * you have executed justice 

and righteousness in Jacob."

5 Proclaim the greatness of the Lord our God and fall down before his footstool; * he is the 

Holy One.

6 Moses and Aaron among his priests, and Samuel among those who call upon his Name, * 

they called upon the Lord, and he answered them.

7 He spoke to them out of the pillar of cloud; * they kept his testimonies and the decree that 

he gave them.

8 O Lord our God, you answered them indeed; * you were a God who forgave them, yet 

punished them for their evil deeds.

9 Proclaim the greatness of the Lord our God and worship him upon his holy hill; * for the 

Lord our God is the Holy One.

Epistle: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 read from The New Revised Standard Version Bible

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the 

Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace.

We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, constantly 

remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and 

steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by 

God, that he has chosen you, because our message of the gospel came to you not in word 



only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what 

kind of persons we proved to be among you for your sake. And you became imitators of us 

and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the word with joy inspired by the Holy 

Spirit, so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. For 

the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in 

every place your faith in God has become known, so that we have no need to speak about it. 

For the people of those regions report about us what kind of welcome we had among you, 

and how you turned to God from idols, to serve a living and true God, and to wait for his Son 

from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is 

coming.

The Word of the Lord

Gospel: Matthew 22:15-22 read from the New Revised Standard Version Bible 

Anglicised

Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap him in what he said. So they sent their 

disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, ‘Teacher, we know that you are sincere, 

and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one; for you do 

not regard people with partiality. Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the 

emperor, or not?’ But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, ‘Why are you putting me to the test, 

you hypocrites? Show me the coin used for the tax.’ And they brought him a denarius. Then 

he said to them, ‘Whose head is this, and whose title?’ They answered, ‘The emperor’s.’ Then

he said to them, ‘Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God 

the things that are God’s.’ When they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him and 

went away. 

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On October 24th we remember Hiram Hisanori Kano, Priest.

The Rev. Hiram Kano, an Episcopal priest known by some as the "Saint of Nebraska and 

Colorado," was an agricultural missionary among Japanese Americans in western Nebraska 

and a pastor to American soldiers imprisoned for having been AWOL while he himself was a 



prisoner during the Japanese internment of WWII. Churches in the Dioceses of Nebraska and

Colorado observe a Saint’s day for Fr. Kano annually.

Fr. Kano, who was from a well-known family in Tokyo, received a Master’s degree in 

agriculture from the State University of Nebraska. In the early 1920’s, Bishop George Allen 

Beecher of the Missionary District of Western Nebraska discerned in farmer and educator 

Kano, the evangelist he was seeking to call Nebraska's Japanese to be God's people. A lay 

missionary first, Kano would become Deacon Kano in 1928 and Fr. Kano in 1936. By the 

spring of 1934 there were 250 baptized and 50 confirmed through Fr. Kano’s ministry.

On the morning of December 7, 1941, Fr. Kano had just celebrated the Eucharist at the 

Episcopal Church of Our Savior in North Platte, Nebraska, 180 miles from his wife and 

children at their Scottsbluff home. On that morning he was arrested by the local police and not

allowed to notify his family of his detention, but was sent to the district attorney in Omaha. He 

heard the terrible news of the bombing of Pearl Harbor and the declaration of war on Japan 

on the police car radio. Because his family in Japan had connections with the Japanese 

government, and he was so personally influential with the Japanese Americans as both a 

minister and a teacher of agriculture, he was rated "Class A – the most potentially dangerous 

of Japanese Americans." He was the only Japanese of the 5,000 living in Nebraska, 

Colorado, and Wyoming to receive this rating and to be interned.

Despite his own defense and pleas from his bishop who knew Fr. Kano to be a dedicated 

Christian and loyal to his adopted country, he spent the next two years in internment camps. 

He spent time in four different states, always working to help the other internees and those 

imprisoned AWOL soldiers. He served as dean of a school for the internees and taught many 

courses in Agricultural Study and English, and he preached the gospel.

After the war, it was determined that Fr. Kano should not return to his ministry in Nebraska. 

He had been detained longer than most, and it was feared that folks in Nebraska would be 

unaware of his loyalty to the U.S. and only remember inflammatory headlines such as, "Alien 

Pastor Arrested by FBI ... Admits Writing to Tokyo." He was sent to an Episcopal Seminary in 

Wisconsin where he earned both Bachelors and Masters of Divinity degrees. He returned to 



Nebraska and his ministry in 1946.

Fr. Kano and Mrs. Kano earned their citizenship soon after the law permitted it in 1952, and 

then began teaching citizenship classes so that between 1953 and 1955, nearly 100 percent 

of the Nebraska Japanese became citizens. Forty years after WWII, when the U.S. 

government acknowledged that Japanese Americans had been wronged by the internments 

and offered to pay reparations, Fr. Kano told his bishop, "I don't want the money. God just 

used that as another opportunity for me to preach the gospel."

Fr. Kano retired in 1957 and moved with his wife to a small farm in Fort Collins, Colorado. He 

died on October 24th, 1988

Let us pray: Almighty God who has reconciled the world to yourself through Christ: Entrust to

your church the ministry of reconciliation as you did to your servant Hiram Hisanori Kano, and

raise up ambassadors for Christ to proclaim your love and peace wherever conflict and hatred

divide; through Jesus Christ our Lord who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, One 

God, now and forever. Amen.


