
Second Sunday in Lent Sunday, February 25, 2018

The Collect: O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy: Be gracious to all who have 

gone astray from your ways, and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to 

embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of your Word, Jesus Christ your Son; who with 

you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Old Testament: Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 read from the New Century Version Bible

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to him and said, “I am God 

Almighty. Obey me and do what is right. I will make an agreement between us, and I will 

make you the ancestor of many people.”

Then Abram bowed facedown on the ground. God said to him, “I am making my agreement 

with you: I will make you the father of many nations. I am changing your name from Abram to 

Abraham because I am making you a father of many nations. I will give you many 

descendants. New nations will be born from you, and kings will come from you. And I will 

make an agreement between me and you and all your descendants from now on: I will be 

your God and the God of all your descendants.

God said to Abraham, “I will change the name of Sarai, your wife, to Sarah. I will bless her 

and give her a son, and you will be the father. She will be the mother of many nations. Kings 

of nations will come from her.” 

The Word of the Lord

Psalm 22:22-30 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

22 Praise the Lord, you that fear him; * stand in awe of him, O offspring of Israel; all you of 

Jacob's line, give glory.

23 For he does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; neither does he hide his face 

from them; * but when they cry to him he hears them.



24 My praise is of him in the great assembly; * I will perform my vows in the presence of those

who worship him.

25 The poor shall eat and be satisfied, and those who seek the Lord shall praise him: * "May 

your heart live for ever!"

26 All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord, * and all the families of the 

nations shall bow before him.

27 For kingship belongs to the Lord; * he rules over the nations.

28 To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship; * all who go down to the dust

fall before him.

29 My soul shall live for him; my descendants shall serve him; * they shall be known as the 

Lord's for ever.

30 They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn * the saving deeds that he has 

done.

Epistle: Romans 4:13-25 read from the New International Version Bible

It was not through the law that Abraham and his offspring received the promise that he would 

be heir of the world, but through the righteousness that comes by faith. For if those who 

depend on the law are heirs, faith means nothing and the promise is worthless, because the 

law brings wrath. And where there is no law there is no transgression.

Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace and may be guaranteed to 

all Abraham’s offspring—not only to those who are of the law but also to those who have the 

faith of Abraham. He is the father of us all. As it is written: “I have made you a father of many 

nations.” He is our father in the sight of God, in whom he believed—the God who gives life to 

the dead and calls into being things that were not.

Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so became the father of many nations, just 

as it had been said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” Without weakening in his faith, he 

faced the fact that his body was as good as dead—since he was about a hundred years old—

and that Sarah’s womb was also dead. Yet he did not waver through unbelief regarding the 



promise of God, but was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God, being fully 

persuaded that God had power to do what he had promised. This is why “it was credited to 

him as righteousness.” The words “it was credited to him” were written not for him alone, but 

also for us, to whom God will credit righteousness—for us who believe in him who raised 

Jesus our Lord from the dead. He was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to 

life for our justification.

The Word of the Lord

Gospel: Mark 8:31-38 read from the New Living Translation Bible

Then Jesus began to tell them that the Son of Man must suffer many terrible things and be 

rejected by the elders, the leading priests, and the teachers of religious law. He would be 

killed, but three days later he would rise from the dead. As he talked about this openly with his

disciples, Peter took him aside and began to reprimand him for saying such things.

Jesus turned around and looked at his disciples, then reprimanded Peter. “Get away from me,

Satan!” he said. “You are seeing things merely from a human point of view, not from God’s.”

Then, calling the crowd to join his disciples, he said, “If any of you wants to be my follower, 

you must give up your own way, take up your cross, and follow me. If you try to hang on to 

your life, you will lose it. But if you give up your life for my sake and for the sake of the Good 

News, you will save it. And what do you benefit if you gain the whole world but lose your own 

soul? Is anything worth more than your soul? If anyone is ashamed of me and my message in

these adulterous and sinful days, the Son of Man will be ashamed of that person when he 

returns in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On March 1st we remember David of Wales, Bishop of Menevia

When the pagan Anglo-Saxons invaded Britain in the fifth and sixth centuries, many British 

Christians sought refuge in the hill country of Wales. There they developed a style of Christian



life devoted to learning, a principled life, and missionary fervor. Since there were no cities, the

centers of culture were the monasteries, and most abbots were bishops as well. David was 

the founder, abbot, and bishop of the monastery of Menevia in Pembrokeshire. He was 

responsible for much of the spread of Christianity in Wales, and his monastery was sought 

out by many scholars from Ireland and elsewhere. He is commonly accounted the apostle of 

Wales, as Patrick is of Ireland. His tomb is in St. David's cathedral, on the site of ancient 

Mynyw, now called House of David. 

The ancient custom in Wales, as throughout Celtic Christendom, was to have bishops who 

were abbots of monasteries, and who had no clear territorial jurisdiction, simply traveling 

about as they were needed. Eventually, however, the bishops of Bangor, Llandaff, St. Asaph, 

and St. Davids became the heads of four territorial dioceses, to which the diocese of 

Monmouth and the diocese of Swansea and Brecon have been added in this century.

For many centuries the Church in Wales had closer ties with the Celtic Churches in Scotland, 

Ireland, and Brittany than with the Church in Anglo-Saxon England. However, after the 

Norman conquest of Britain in1066, the Anglo-Norman Kings began to contemplate the 

conquest of Wales. William the Conqueror began with the subjugation of South Wales as far 

as Carmathen, but the Welsh uplands remained independent far longer, and the conquest 

was not complete until about 1300, under Edward I. But eventually all of Wales came under 

English control, and the Church in Wales was placed under the jurisdiction of Canterbury, and

thus became identified in the minds of many with the English supremacy. In 1920 the Church 

in Wales became independent of outside jurisdiction (though still in communion with other 

Anglican Churches, in England and elsewhere) and clear of all ties with the government. It is 

bilingual and active in the preservation of the Welsh language and culture.

Let us pray: Almighty God, who called your servant David to be a faithful and wise steward of

your mysteries for the people of Wales: Mercifully grant that, following his purity of life and 

zeal for the gospel of Christ, we may with him receive the crown of everlasting life; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

ever. Amen.


