Sixth Sunday of Easter Sunday, May 6, 2018
The Collect: O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as surpass
our understanding: Pour into our hearts such love towards you, that we, loving you in all
things and above all things, may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can desire;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for
ever and ever. Amen.

First Lesson: Acts 10:44-48 read from the New Living Translation Bible
Even as Peter was saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who were listening to the
message. The Jewish believers who came with Peter were amazed that the gift of the Holy
Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles, too. For they heard them speaking in other
tongues and praising God.
Then Peter asked, “Can anyone object to their being baptized, now that they have received
the Holy Spirit just as we did?” So he gave orders for them to be baptized in the name of
Jesus Christ. Afterward Cornelius asked him to stay with them for several days.
The Word of the Lord

Psalm 98 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer
1 Sing to the Lord a new song, * for he has done marvelous things.
2 With his right hand and his holy arm * has he won for himself the victory.
3 The Lord has made known his victory; * his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight
of the nations.
4 He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel, * and all the ends of the
earth have seen the victory of our God.
5 Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands; * lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.
6 Sing to the Lord with the harp, * with the harp and the voice of song.
7 With trumpets and the sound of the horn * shout with joy before the King, the Lord.
8 Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, * the lands and those who dwell therein.

9 Let the rivers clap their hands, * and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord, when he
comes to judge the earth.
10 In righteousness shall he judge the world * and the peoples with equity.

Epistle: 1 John 5:1-6 read from the New Revised Standard Version Bible
Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who
loves the parent loves the child. By this we know that we love the children of God, when we
love God and obey his commandments. For the love of God is this, that we obey his
commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, for whatever is born of God
conquers the world. And this is the victory that conquers the world, our faith. Who is it that
conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?
This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only but with
the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth.
The Word of the Lord

Gospel: John 15:9-17 read from the New Revised Standard Version Bible Anglicised
As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If you keep my
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments
and abide in his love. I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that
your joy may be complete.
‘This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has greater
love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I
command you. I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what
the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you
everything that I have heard from my Father. You did not choose me but I chose you. And I
appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever
you ask him in my name. I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another.
The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On May 7th we remember the life of Harriet Starr Cannon, first superior
of the Community of St. Mary read from A Great Cloud of Witnesses
Harriet Starr Cannon founded the Community of St. Mary, the first religious order for women
formally recognized in The Episcopal Church.
Cannon was born in Charleston, South Carolina, in 1823 and was orphaned in 1824, when
her parents died of yellow fever. She grew up with her only surviving sibling in Bridgeport,
Connecticut, in the home of relatives. In 1851, Cannon entered the Sisters of the Holy
Communion, an order founded by William Agustus Muhlenberg, Rector of the Church of the
Holy Communion in New York City. The Sisters were heavily involved in the operation of
clinics and care facilities that would become St. Luke's Hospital in the City of New York.
During her years with the Sisters of the Holy Communion, Cannon served as a nurse.
Over time, Harriet Cannon yearned for a more traditional monastic form of religious life. When
agreement could not be reached with the Sisters of the Holy Communion, Cannon and a
small group of her sisters moved to form a new order. On the Feast of the Presentation,
February 2nd, 1865, Horatio Potter, Bishop of the Diocese of New York, received from Harriet
Cannon and her sisters the traditional vows of poverty, chastity, and obedience, at St.
Michael's Church in Manhattan. The sisters began life together as the Community of St. Mary,
and Harriet Cannon became the Order's first Superior.
The apostolate of The Community of St. Mary began with nursing and the care of women who
had endured difficult circumstances. After time, however, Mother Cannon and her Sisters
became increasingly committed to providing free schools for the education of young women in
addition to their medical work. The Community continued to grow and developed schools for
girls, hospitals, and orphanages in New York, Tennessee, and Wisconsin. Mother Cannon
died April 5th, 1896, at Peekskill, New York.
Let us pray: Gracious God, you called Mother Harriet and her companions to revive the
religious life in the Episcopal Church by founding the religious community of St. Mary, and to
dedicate their lives to you: Grant that, after their example, we may ever surrender ourselves

to the revelation of your holy will; through our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

