First Sunday after Pentecost Trinity Sunday May 27, 2018
The Collect: Almighty and everlasting God, you have given to us your servants grace, by the
confession of a true faith, to acknowledge the glory of the eternal Trinity, and in the power of
your divine Majesty to worship the Unity: Keep us steadfast in this faith and worship, and
bring us at last to see you in your one and eternal glory, O Father; who with the Son and the
Holy Spirit live and reign, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
Old Testament: Isaiah 6:1-8
Psalm 29 from The Episcopal Book of Common Prayer
1 Ascribe to the Lord, you gods, * ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.
2 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his Name; * worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.
3 The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; * the Lord is upon the
mighty waters.
4 The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice; * the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor.
5 The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees; * the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon;
6 He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, * and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.
7 The voice of the Lord splits the flames of fire; the voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; *
the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
8 The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe * and strips the forests bare.
9 And in the temple of the Lord * all are crying, "Glory!"
10 The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; * the Lord sits enthroned as King for evermore.
11 The Lord shall give strength to his people; * the Lord shall give his people the blessing of
peace.
Epistle: Romans 8:12-17
Gospel: John 3:1-17
Celebration for the week of May 27: John Cavin Theologian
John Calvin (10 July 1509 – 27 May 1564) was an influential French theologian and pastor

during the Protestant Reformation. He was a principal figure in the development of the system
of Christian theology later called Calvinism. Originally trained as a humanist lawyer, he broke
from the Roman Catholic Church around 1530. After religious tensions provoked a violent
uprising against Protestants in France, Calvin fled to Basel, Switzerland, where in 1536 he
published the first edition of his seminal work Institutes of the Christian Religion.
In that year, Calvin was invited by William Farel to help reform the church in Geneva. The city
council resisted the implementation of Calvin and Farel's ideas, and both men were expelled.
At the invitation of Martin Bucer, Calvin proceeded to Strasbourg, where he became the
minister of a church of French refugees. He continued to support the reform movement in
Geneva, and was eventually invited back to lead its church. Following his return, he
introduced new forms of church government and liturgy, despite the opposition of several
powerful families in the city who tried to curb his authority. During this period, Michael
Servetus, a Spaniard known for his heretical views, arrived in Geneva. He was denounced by
Calvin and executed by the city council. Following an influx of supportive refugees and new
elections to the city council, Calvin's opponents were forced out. Calvin spent his final years
promoting the Reformation both in Geneva and throughout Europe.
Calvin was a tireless polemic and apologetic writer who generated much controversy. He also
exchanged cordial and supportive letters with many reformers including Philipp Melanchthon
and Heinrich Bullinger. In addition to the Institutes, he wrote commentaries on most books of
the Bible as well as theological treatises and confessional documents, and he regularly gave
sermons throughout the week in Geneva. Calvin was influenced by the Augustinian tradition,
which led him to expound the doctrine of predestination and the absolute sovereignty of God
in salvation.
Calvin's writing and preaching provided the seeds for the branch of theology that bears his
name. The Presbyterian and other Reformed churches, which look to Calvin as a chief
expositor of their beliefs, have spread throughout the world.
Let us pray: Sovereign and holy God, you brought John Calvin from a study of legal systems
to understand the godliness of your divine laws as revealed in Scripture: Fill us with a like zeal

to teach and preach your Word, that the whole world may come to know your Son Jesus
Christ, the true Word and Wisdom; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, ever one
God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

